BAN  LIFTED 


MO  TO  HOMOKXUAUTV  -  John  Sumborgor  (at  podium),  founder  of  OnMyHonor.Net, 
addrateei  number*  of  the  media  at  a  preaa  confarence  immediately  following  the  rally  to 
walcome  delegate*  to  the  National  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  foe.,  in 
Grapevine, Texas.  Surrounded  by  Boy  Scouts,  Scout  Leaders,  and  concerned  parents,  Stem- 
baiger  urged  delegates  to  vote  "No*  on  the  resolution  to  lift  a  ban  on  openly  gay  Scouts  artd 
to  "keep  sex  and  politic*  out  of  scouting.*  (BP  photo)  |£,  ^ 


BSA  welcomes  homosexuals 


QMPCVME. 'taa*  (BP)  —  Delsntes  to  the  Ne- 
tioosl  CkxBicil  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  Americt  (BSA) 
sHXoved  new  memberriiip  guirMfors  on  23 
open  die  ranks  of  the  otgudzutioa  to  boiBo- 
sexnal  memben. 

The  deeWoo  was  based  on  ‘powing  input  from 
widiin  the  Scouting  tsmily,*  aooofdiag  to  a  BSA 
stsAseni  That  in^  led  to  a  nation^  leview  of 
policy,  or  a  ‘comprehensive  liatening  eaereise,*  re- 
suMng  in  a  resointion  to  remove  the  restrictian ‘de¬ 


nying  membersfafo  to  youth  on  the  bsA  of  sexiial 
oriematioo  akne. 

Some  MOO  delegsket  to  the  Natianal  Council 
approved  the  change  in  membership  standards  fo 
amaiginof6i-3^bntchangestotheadiiltleaii- 
ership  policy  of  the  otgMtisstion  which  forbids  ho- 
mosoual  Scout  leKieni  wM  not  up  for  vole  and  re- 
ouiiifl  in  ptioe. 

M*  SCOUTS  on  p.  • 


Mississippi  Baptists  on  the  scene  of 
Oklahoma  area  flattened  by  tornado 


li  Baptist  disas¬ 


ter  relief  volunteers  depart*# 
on  Memorial  Day  for  torna¬ 
do-devastated  areas  of  Os¬ 
borns,  after  being  activated 
by  the  national  managers  of 
a  sweeping  Southern  Mptist 
effort  to  assist  victims  of  the 
severe  weather  onalaaght  that 
produced  at  least  one  torna¬ 
do  with  wind*  over  aio  miles 
per  hour. 

‘We  have  three  team*  in 
Moore  from  Calhoun  Associa- 


-  - — -  CLEANUP  STARTS  —  Soutbam  Baptiat  Disaatar  Raliaf 

tion,  Yalobusha  Association,  voiuntaar  Mika  Ford  of  Lockney.Taxaa,  claars  tha  ground  from 
^TOiuiiAnoono  a  property  of  a  survivor  of  tha  May  20  EF5  tornado  that 
struck  Moors,  Ok.  (BP  photo) 


Gallup:  Americans 
yawn  at  Gosnell 
abortion  offenses 


MASHYBAE  (BP)  —  The  Ga)-  Americans  foOowing  the  case 
lap  polling  organization  lias  said  the  mainstream 
cemduded  that  Kermit  (3o*-  dia  had  not  provide 
nell's  murder  trial  did  not  coverage  of  me  trial, 
change  public  opinion  on 

abortion,  out  it  also  acknovri- _ _  . 

edged  American*  paid  little  tentiontotbe 
attention  ta  tile  cMe.  ~ 

In  a  survey  conducted  May 
2-7,  Gallup  found 
views  on  aoortion's 
legality  were  nearly  .i-  1 
idoitiw  to  those  ^ 
of  most  of  the  last  [ 
decade;  52X  think  E  JBK 
abortion  should  be 
legal  only  in  cer-  BitTfH 
tarn  drcumstancea: 

26X  think  it  abouki  ‘ 

be  legal  in  any  dr- 
cumriance;  and 
2o5K  think  it  ahould  OOSNELL 
b*  illegal  in  all  dr- 

a  few  drcumalaiieea. 

A  Philadelphia  jury  convict¬ 
ed  the  abortion  doctor  May 
u  of  the  firat-deoree  murder 
of  three  babiec  wmo  were  de- 
liversd  alive  at  his  abortion 
dinic.  Gotndl  received  three 
oonaecutive  life  sentences 
without  parole  for  the  mur¬ 
ders  of  the  dtikhen,  who  were 
only  a  few  of  hundreds  killed 
after  induced  dehvery  at  least 
six  months  into  geatation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  grand  jury  report 

Go«^  or  a  co-worker 
typicaBy  kUled  the  babies  out¬ 
side  the  wnnfo  by  a  method 
he  called  *snippmg‘  —  lab- 
bingsdaeors  into  the  bade  of 
a  hMys  nede  and  cutting  the 
spinal  cord. 

in  addition,  jurors  convid- 
ed  him  of  21  counts  of  violating 
a  state  ban  on  abortions  after 
24  weeks  of  pregnancy  and  of 
involuntary  mainalan^ter  in 
the  death  of  a  mother  afto-  an 
abortion  at  a  dinic  that  was  a 
health  and  safety  board. 

The  Gallup  poll  also  found 
relf-identifiation  on  the 
issue  remained  doeely  di¬ 
vided:  48%  kfentifled  tnem- 
aives  aa  pro-life  and  4sK 
a  pro-choice. 

Gallup  reported  a  minority 
of  Americans  paid  attention 
to  the  trial.  Fifty-four  percent 
said  they  followM  news  about 
the  caw  ‘not  at  all,’  while  only 
sevenperceot  said  ‘very  doae- 
ly,”  18%  ‘somewhat  doaeiy’ 
and  20%  ‘not  too  doaeiy.’ 

Nearly  half,  46K,  of  thow 


newsme- 
d  enough 

said  it  was  undear 
f  low  at- 

- caw  re¬ 
flects  a  lack  of  interest  in  it,  or 
a  lack  of  coverage  by  the  main¬ 
stream  media.’ 

■  Michael  New,  an 
assistant  professor 
of  political  sdence 
at  the  University 
of  Michigan-Dear- 


st  National  Ke- 
Tt  win  Hkely  b- 


viders.  It  may  also  generate 
aoroe  much-needed  discus¬ 
sion  about  the  legality  of  late- 
term  abortions. 

‘Overall,  the  Gosnell 
trial  may  well  ihift  the  na¬ 
tional  debate  on  abortion  to 
terrain  that  ia  advantageous 
to  pro-lifers.' 


Don’t  abandon  Boy  Scouts 

Reouhx  of  the  mudi-aiblicized  vote 
■t  the  20)3  national  meetiiig  of  Ae 
BoySooutsofAmenraviereaD- 
Dounced  on  Thunctay  evening.  May  23. 

Undentandab^,  tiiis  was  not  what  many 
Baptist  denominations  and  others  wanted 
to  see  transpire. 

Now  what?  Before  deriding,  Imge  you 


Guest  opinion 

wiihR.  Chip  Turner 


effective  tool  for  reacfaiiK  Scouts  (and  entire 
femilieg)  for  Christ,  distyline  them,  and 
hripii^  many  darify  then' caO  to  vocational 
Christian  sjsvice?  I  prsy  not 

■  Does  it  really  matter  whether  or  not 
Baptists  are  involved  in  Scouting?  First,  die 
obnousansweris'yes’foreverySooutfem- 
ily,  and  leader  in  Baptist  units.  Second,  there 
are  tent  of  thousands  of  Baptist  Scouts  and 
thousands  of  B^itiat  ScoitiWlera  involved 
in  Scouting  who  are  not  in  Baptist  units  and 
w«  should  oe  serving  them,  too. 

The  tiurd  hugest  group  of  Scouts  and 
^VVhat  leaden  at  the  2013  hUioiulJambaree  win 
heBapt^ 

■  Why  not  invest  our  outreach  ministry 

hQiQO.  and  energies  elsewhere?  Obviously  you 

^iggtBe  can,  but  does  it  have  to  be  an ‘ehlier/ 

lold  high  situation?  There  are  m^  fine  cbil- 

dren  and  youth  programs  in  our  diurcbes 
which  primarily  admass  those  already  in 


Morally  straight? 


alter  this  reaiify. 

The  local  church  stiD  owns  its  Scout  units 


ship.  As 


On  my  honor  I  wiU  do  my  be»t  tral  headquarters  to  do  it  If  you're 
To  do  my  duty  to  God  and  my  going  to  be  involved  in  BSA,  you’re 
country  .....  .  . 

and  to  obey  the  Scout  Law: 

To  help  other  people  at  all 
times: 

To  keep  myself  physically 
strong, 

mentally  awake,  and  morally 
straight. 


Traditionalists  nave  promis^  to 
leave  the  organization,  and  homo¬ 
sexual  groups  have  vowed  to  keep 
up  the  pressure  until  homosexual 
-  _  „  scout  leaders  are  permitted.  As 

—  Boy  Scout  oath  report^  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 

O,  Southern  Baptist  leaders  are  aay- 

n  mv  way  to  becking  an  {ng  troops  sponsored  by  Southern 
Eagle  Scout,  I  recited  those  <  ... 

words  every  vreek  at  our 
Troop  91  meeting  in  the  Scout 
Hut  next  door  to  the  Little  League 
baseball  field  in  Belzoni.  Forty- 
five  years  later,  I  can  still  rep^t 
them  from  heart,  like  every  other 
component  of  Scouting,  the  oath 
meant  a  lot  to  me  then.  It  still 
means  a  lot  to  me  now. 

lika  my  Eagle  Scout  father 
before  me  and  my  Eagle  Scout 
brother  after  me,  1  grew  from  a 
boy  to  a  man  striving  to  live  up  to 
that  oath’s  ideals.  My  brother  and 
I  also  both  earned  the  God  and 
Country  Award  and  achieved  the 
rank  of  Brotherhood  in  the  Or^r 
of  the  Arrow  (a  leaderahip  organi¬ 
zation  within  Scoutii^. 

My  scoutmasterz,  flUy  Howell, 

Sr.,  and  Richard  lister,  Sr.,  vrere 
real  men  —  Christian  fomily  men, 
men  with  chests  as  C.S.  Lewis  put 
forth  in  The  Abolition  of  Man  — 
who  modeled  the  oath  in  front  of 
us.  In  addition  to  the  hours  they 
spent  with  us  each  week  at  trora 
meetings,  they  devoted  a  signifi¬ 
cant  portion  of  their  hard-earned 
vacanon  time  every  aummer  to 
travel  with  os  to  Camp  Tallaha 
outside  Charleston  so  we  could 
learn  to  be  even  better  Scouts. 

They  believed  in  me,  in  <  , 

boy  in  Troop  91,  and  in  that  oath. 

It  was  therrfore  with  a  pro¬ 
foundly  deep  sadneaa  that  I  read 
last  week  of  the  Bov  Scouts  of 
America  (BSA)  deosion  to  ad¬ 
mit  to  their  troop  roUa  boys  who 
profess  to  be  homosexual,  even 
though  it’i  questionable  whether 
they  actually  understand  their 
aexual  orientation  at  such  a  de- 
velopmentally  tender  age.  This 
derision  certainly  doesnT  help 
that  issue. 

BSA  has  chosen  to  openly  vio¬ 
late  the  ‘morally  strai| 

In  the  oath.  There  are  no  provi¬ 
sions  for  individual  troo| 
out,  just  a  mandate  now 


responsibility  of  ou 
a  standard. 'Ihe  rest 

that  *youtii  are  stiO _ _ „ 

about  themselves  and  who  they  are,  devel¬ 
oping  their  sense  of  r^t  and  wrooL  and 
undentandhlg  their  d^  to  God  tonve  a 
moral  life.’ 

Shouldn't  Baptists  be  at  the  forefoont 
in  helping  youth  find  answers  which  are 
bibtic^HMsed?  Keen  in  mind,  too,  that 


Baptist  chundies  cannot  abide 
this  decision,  while  a  leader  at  the 
United  Churdi  of  dirist  said  this 
decision  is  only  a  good  first  step 
toward  total  integration  cf  homo¬ 
sexuality  into  Scouting. 

Powerful  religioas,  corporate, 
and  social  ^upe  puahed  hard 
for  this  decision.  'The  Episco- 
^  Church  passed  a  resolution 
oamandingit  Varioos  antitiss 
among  the  splintered  Jewish  faith 
endened  it  ahead  of  the  decision. 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter  Day  Saints,  also  known  at  Mor- 
mans,  earlier  pulled  the  rug  from 
underneath  opponents  when  they 
annoiuMnd,  as  the  largest  support¬ 
er  of  Scout  troopa  among  reliuous 
organizationa,  tlMt  it  etaentiaUy 
made  no  difference  to  them. 

Randsll  Stephenson,  chief  ez- 
ecutltT  of  ATT,  and  James  Turley, 
chief  executive  of  Ernst  It  Young, 
and  Wayne  Brock,  BSA  chM  exec¬ 
utive,  met  beforehand  with  Frank 
Page,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive 
rtion  of  their  iiard-wned  Ckwnmittee,  to  try  to  persuade 
Southern  Baptists  to  approve  of 
tbr  <*scWoa. 

TVe  door  has  been  opened  to 
politics  and  social  engineering 
every  other  within  BSA.  How  long  will  it  be 
before  BSA  ofBciala  bow  to  pres¬ 
sure  and  allow  homosexual  aduh 
leaders?  How  long  will  it  be  before 
the  homosexual  lUestylc  will  be 
front  and  center,  rewarded  with 
BSA  merit  badges  and  recogni¬ 
tions?  How  long  before  Scooting 
resemblM  nothing  with  which  we 
have  become  so  fomiliar  over  the 
past  100  years? 

In  a  statement  after  the  decision 
on  was  made,  BSA  executive  Bro^ 
applauded  the  change  in  policy 
and  aaid,  'It’s  time  to  move  on...* 
promise  On  that  point,  he  ia  right.  That’s 
why,  witn  a  broken  heart,  my  be- 
to  opt  loved  Eagle  Scout  badge  will  soon 
om  cen-  be  ia  the  mail  to  hit  office. 


the  prindpies  of  the  Scout  Oath  nd  Law. 
In  addition,  a  behavior  standud  is  beiiig  I 
forth  wfaidi  dimOews  sexual  behavior  of  I 
Idiid  in  Scouting 

Do  our  churaies  loutindy  exclude 
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72% 

Disagree 


NtSEAKCH 


Are  Christians  'unashamed'  of  letting  faith  show  through? 

%  HMMMiMiiMMMa  I  NA8HV1IXE  (BP)  —  While  oot  'but  without  transparent  im- 

U  churchgoers  are  particular-  teraction  among  followers  aT 
ly  ^uparent  or  open  atout  Christ,  blind  spots  are  left  um- 
^hciT  fajtb,  mature  Christians  attended  and  nnnortunrtiM  Car 


UNASHAMED 


UNASHAMED 


A  Christian  should  obtain 


Many  people  who  know  me 
are  not  aware  I  am  a  Christian 


LifeWay  research  reveab. 

The  survey  of  Protestant 
churchgoers  identifies  "un¬ 
ashamed*  as  one  of  eight  attri¬ 
butes  of  discipleship  tnat  con¬ 
sistently  show  up  in  the  lives 
of  maturing  Christians.  Being  our  livM 
unashamed  connotes  a  bolcT 
ness  to  stand  fi<r  one’s  belieb 
in  conversatior  and  lifestyle, 

LifeWay  Research  director 
Scott  McConne)  I  said. 

There  are  two  elements 
to  this  disciple  ship  attribute: 
being  unasnamed  of  Jesus 
Christ  around  nonbelievers 

and  showing  t - 

among  otherChristians,  .... 

Conn^l  said.  "This  transpar  ., _ ^ _ ^ 

e^  b  !^n  when  a  mature  being  discipled  or  mentored’ 
disciple  b  open  to  spiritual  one-on-one  ny  a  more  spiritii- 
a^untability  and  willing  to  ally  mature  Cnrbtian,  confeas- 
sfaare  about  hallenges  with  ing  sins  to  God,  and  praying 
other  believers.*  for  fellow  Christians,  MetW 

Churchgoers  also  seem  to  nell  said, 
think  they  live  out  their  faith  Only  34%  of  churchgoen 
in  a  manner  that  b  evident  to  surveyed  indicate  they  pray  for 
others.  Just  14X  of  cfaurchgo-  fellow  Christians  they  know 
ere  agree  ivith  the  statement:  every  day.  Ten  percent  say 
“Many  people  who  know  me  they  do  thb  "once  a  month’  or 
are  not  aware  1  am  a  Chris-  "rarely/aever." 
tiw,'  while  72X  disagree  with  The  survey  of  2,930  Ameri- 
•“«^alenient.  can  adults'  who  attend  a  Prot- 

Churchgoere  often  leave  estant  church  once  a  month  or 
important  elements  of  faith  more  was  conducted  Oct.  14- 
unspoken,  the  survw  shows.  22, 2011. 

Nearly  a  third  (»9%)  .agree  To  help  pastors,  churches 
that  spiritual  matters  do  not  and  individuals  measure  spir- 
tend  to  come  up  as  a  normal  itual  development,  LifeWay 
part  of  my  daily  conversations  Research  used  the  study’s  data 
with  other  Christians,’  while  to  develop  a  questionnaire  for 
SoXdbanee.  believers,  called  the  Trans- 

According  to  the  survey,  formational  Discipirahip  As- 
66X  of  Ameriran  churchgoers  sessment  (’TDA).  The  online 
believe  Christians  shouldseek  evaluation  delivers  both  in- 
out  honret  feedback  about  dividual  and  group  reports 
their  spiritual  life  from  other  on  spiritual  mtSturity  using 
Christians.  Similarly,  57X  of  the  eight  attributes  of  biblicM 
churchgoers  say  they  openly  discipleship,  and  gives  help- 
discuss  their  difficulties  witn  ful  and  practical  suggestions 
Christian  friends.  Only  one  on  appropriate  next  steps  for 
in  four  does  not,  accoraing  to  spiritual  development, 
the  suiyey.  To  learn  more  a^ut  the 

’It  b  easy  for  Christuns  transformational  discipleshfo 
to  put  their  ‘church’  face  on  research  vbit  LifeWayRe- 
at  church  and  pretend  every-  search.com.  The  TDA  is  avail- 
thing  b  fine,*  McConnell  said,  able  at  tda.lifeway.com. 


his/her  spiritual  life  from 
other  Christians. 


are  around  neighbors  and  00- 
workere.  Yet,  Scripture  caBs 
believers  to  not  be  ashamed 
of  the  gospel  and  its  work  in 
our  lives 

“Thb  research  aligns  with 
the  biblical  accounts  of  Pe¬ 
ter's  three  denials  of  Christ 
with  the  ever-present  strug¬ 
gle  and  temptation  believers 
Face  to  hide  their  relationship 
with  Christ.* 

The  research  uncovers  sev¬ 
eral  characteristics  that  best 
Mnsparency  predict  being  unashamed,  in- 
1.’  Me-  eluding  reading  the  Bible  fre¬ 
quently,  spreading  the  Gospel, 


UNASHAMED 


UNASHAMED 


Spiritual  matters  do  not  tend 
to  come  up  as  a  normal  part  of 
my  daily  conversations  with 
other  Christians. 


I  openly  share  about  difficulties 
I’m  experiencing  when  I  talk 
with  Christian  friends. 


Scientists  announce  advance  in  human  cloning  for  stem  cells 


WM8HRVQTDN  (BP)  -  Ihe 
“brave  new  wotid*  of  human 
ckxiing  apparently  bM  arrived, 
and  ethiasts  are  waving  the 
warning  flags. 

A  group  of  Oregon-based  sci¬ 
entists  rqxxted  in  the  iournal 
Cell  that  they  have  doned  human 
emhryoa,  reportedly  the  first  suc¬ 
cessful  attenM  at  such  doning. 
as  a  means  or  producing  embry¬ 
onic  stem  cdb.  The  reseaidiera 
extracted  stem  cefls  finm  die 
dooes,  destroying  the  days-old 
human  embtyos  in  die  prooM 

The  scientists  used  basically 


die  same  cloning  method  utilized 
in  1996  by  Scotm  reaearchere  to 
create  the  firtt  doned  mammal, 
DoIK  the  sheep. 

News  of  the  successful  experi¬ 
ment  seemed  certain  to  revive 
the  doning  controvert,  which 
has  been  dormant  in  recent 
yean.  One  of  the  battlegrounds 
nk^  win  be  in  the  U.S.  Congress, 
which  could  see  new  efiforts  to 
ban  human  doning. 

Those  efforts  probably  will 
involve  debates  on  the  extent 
of  a  prohibition  on  cloning  for 
reproductive  purposes,  or  for 


both  research  and  reproduc¬ 
tive  purposes. 

Opponents  of  human  doo- 
ing,  who  point  out  cloning  an 
embryo  fiw  experimentation  b 
feprodijctive  by  nature  because 
a  new  human  being  has  been 
created,  criticbed  the  succeas- 
fiil  research  as  both  unethical 
and  unnecessary.  Supporten 
of  the  doning  te^nique  some- 
dmes  call  it  “somatic  cell  nucWr 
transfer,’  which  simply  b  the 
scientific  name  for  doning. 

The  cloning  technique  used 
by  scientists  at  Oregon  Health 


and  Scienoe  Onivenity  (OHSU) 
and  the  Oregon  NabcMM  Primate 
Reaeaith  Colter  was  a  version  of 
somatic  cell  nudear  transfer,  the 
method  used  to  create  DoOy. 

The  researchers  tran^erred 
the  nudeus  of  a  ceil  that  con¬ 
tained  a  person’s  DNA  into  an 
egg  that  no  longer  had  its  nuc^ 
us.  After  stimubtion,  some  of 
the  embryos  developed  to  a  stage 
where  th^  produced  stem  oeDs. 

Daniel  Sulmasy,  a  professor 
of  medicine  and  a  bioethiebt  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  told 
National  Public  Radio  (NPR), 


“Thb  b  a  case  in  which  one  b 
deliberatdy  setting  out  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  human  being  for  the  safe 
purpose  of  destroying  that  ho- 
mu  being.  I’m  of  the  school  that 
thinks  that  that’s  morally  wrong 
no  matter  how  mudi  good  could 
come  of  it." 

Opponents  of  doning  and 
emb^nic  stem  cell  research 
(ESCR),  which  b  lethal  for  the 
human  embryos,  pointed  to 
other  stem  cu  research  that 
has  surpassed  ESCR  in  thera¬ 
pies  in  human  beings  and  b  not 
ethically  controvernal. 
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I  had  been  invited  to  come  and  (peak 
at  one  of  our  fine  chorcbes  on 
Sunday  morning  at  a  specUI  Fifth 
Sunday  Service.  I  was  supposed  to  be 
the  ‘surprise*  preacher  fw  the  day. 
Each  fifm  Sunday  the  pastor  invitM 
a  surprise  guest  to  come  and  on  this 
fifth  Sunday,  I  filled  the  bill.  In  order 
to  enhance  the  suspense,  the  plan  was 
for  me  to  go  by  his  nouse  and  th«t  we 
would  ^o  on  over  to  the  church  at  about 
preaching  time.  I  made  it  to  his  bouse 
fine  and  we  ^  in  my  car  and  beaded 
to  the  church.  Since  1  bad  not  been  to 
the  church,  I  was  not  quite  sure  where 
it  was.  But  as  we  traveled  down  the 
road  the  pastor  said,  *Tum  left  ri^t  up 
here  where  there  is  no  s^.*  lasaed, 
■Where?*  He  repeated.  Right  up  here 
where  there  is  no  sign.’  I  was  squint¬ 
ing  my  eyes,  and  1  was  looking  as  bard 
as  I  could  to  find  the  no  sign  and  then  I 
saw  it  Sure  eiKMigh  there  was  a  strong, 
steel  ftame  painted  vdiite  with  no  sign. 

I  haven't  mentioned  the  name  of  t^ 
church  because  I  don’t  want  to  embar¬ 
rass  them  and  they  don't  need  to  be 
embarrassed.  What  had  happened  was 
that  somebody  had  hit  the  church  sign 
and  tom  it  up.  There  was  a  new  sign 
being  erected  and  at  that  time,  it  was 
just  a  frame  with  no  sin  on  the  side  of 
the  road.  Soon  where  there  was  no  sign 
would  be  a  new  sign  which  would  point 
the  way  down  the  road  to  turn  left. 

After  the  service  as  I  was  leaving,  I 
went  bock  to  the  no  sign  and  tumM 
bock  right  in  order  to  get  home.  It 

S>t  me  to  thinking  abwt  signs  and 
e  importance  of  them.  Signs  can 


cubbyholes  that  need  to  be  identified. 
We  build  according  to  the  need  of  the 
moment  in  a  kind  of  a  hodge-podge 
fashion  of  connectedness  with  arhat- 
ever  was  before  and  whatever  may  be 
coming  afterward. 

Sometimes  signs  speak  of  things  we 
wished  they  were  not  saying  Often¬ 
times  the  condition  of  the  speaks 
mudi  louder  than  the  sign  itself  Let's 
suppose  a  newcomer  to  a  commu¬ 
nity  drives  by  a  church  and  the  sign 
may  have  somewhere  on  it,  *Nurs^ 
Provided  —  Everyone  Welcome.*  The 
si^  is  weathereo,  worn  and  Med.  The 
paint  ist^ipped,  cracked  and  flaking. 
The  sigaie  conveying  an  unintended 
measau  that  says  something  about  the 
lack  of  care  on  me  part  of  the  churm 
folks.  If  the  sign  announcing  who  we 
are  and  when  some  of  the  ac^ties 
take  phce  is  in  shabby  or  disrepair,  the 
condition  of  the  si^  is  speaking  louder 
than  the  messwe  itself. 

You  see  the  net  is  that  when  people 
come  and  visit  our  churches  they  are 
extremely  sensitive  about  vdiat  is  going 
on  there.  Their  sensors  are  trying  to 
pickup  every  little  nuance  of  si(^t  and 
conversation.  When  they  see  a  tad  sign 
or  no  s^n  th«  may  interpret  that  sign 
is  shounn^  "Don’t  Stop  Here!*  Wheth¬ 
er  we  like  it  or  not  they  may  read  our 
sign  as  saying,  “Our  church  is  uncaring. 
Our  programs  are  ill  prepared.  Our 
childcare  is  not  of  hi^  quality,  and  %ve 
really  do  not  care.* 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  di- 
rections^mbcb.org. 


The  Ministry  of  Signs 


be  extremely  helpful.  Occasionally,  I 
will  be  at  a  diurch  that  has  no  eifn  of 
identification  anywhere  around  n.  The 
general  consensus  is  that  everybody 
knows  that  this  is  Mount  somraing 
or  other  Baptist  Church.  Well,  every¬ 
body  who  has  been  goin^  there  the 
last  50  years  knows  that  it  is.  but  there 
are  some  people  who  do  not  know.  It 
needs  to  be  identified. 

I  remember  one  day  standing  and 
looking  at  a  sign  that  Dioiudit  a  smile 
to  my  nice  when  I  read  it.  Tthought 
well  sure  everybe^  knows  that  is  what 
it  is.  It  was  the  sM  out  on  the  lawn 
that  says,  ‘State  Capitol  of  Mississippi.’ 
Well,  just  about  eveiybody  knows  tnat 
it  is  the  State  CapHof  Building  In  fiKt, 
eveiybody  does  know  that  it  is  the  State 
Capitol  ot  Mississippi  except  those  peo¬ 
ple  who  do  not  know  it.  For  those <x 


us  who  assume  that  evetybody  knows, 
we  mity  have  forgotten  that  the  Old 
State  upitol  Buiidiiig  is  just  a  couple 
of  blocks  away  and  it  u  no  longer  tne 
CapitoL  It  looks  like  a  Ca|Mt(M  and  it 
sits  at  the  head  of  Capitol  Street  so  it 
must  be  die  Capitol,  iHit  it’s  not. 

Signs  do  help  immensely  because 
they  identify  facilities,  and  th^  also 
give  directions  to  help  people  know 
where  to  go  and  find  nelp.  People  do 
not  automatically  have  a  GPS  system 
in  their  brains  to  enable  them  to  find 
the  church  office,  a  certain  staff  mem¬ 
ber’s  office,  the  music  suite,  or  the 
rest  rooms.  Since  most  of  our  church¬ 
es  are  built  over  an  extended  period 
of  time  with  little  thought,  rhyme  or 
reason  of  bow  they  fit  into  the  former 
facilities,  sometimes  our  buildings  be¬ 
come  just  a  maze  of  rooms,  balls  and 


TUCKERS  CROSSINQ  CHURCH,  LAUREL:  Bibfo  drilfora  and  lawfora 


WALTHALL  CHURCH.  WALTHALL;  CtiHdran  andYoulh  driNars. 
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FRIENDSHIF  CHURCH.  GRENADA:  Bibta  buddiaa. 


SORIPTURC  soRnmnic 


UultMopy  and  farm  leoers  wm  not  be 
printed, 

Badt  correspondent  must  mdude  a 
home  addrets  and  home  telephone  num- 
ter  far  verification.  Ce8  phone  monbers 
(re  not  acoeptahk.  In  special  insamees, 
name  map  be  iMiheldd  writer's  request 
andetXtor'sducretiatL 

Heate  inAsde  dee  name  cfooaptraiktglSttatippe 
Baptist  durdi  where  correspondent  is  a  member.  (Missmqjpi 
Btmtiett’kaerswttrectiuepifaiiq/.) 

Letters  mett  be  Umited  to  aso  words.  AM  correspondence  k 


tpikthat  issue  wMi  no 


Editor  May  eecli  year  as  Aasodatioiial 

I  am  bleaaed  to  be  privileged  Pjnnhasui  Month.  One  aspect 
to  serve  as  asaoaatxaial  mi*-  of  this  emphasis  is  that  we  ask 
sionsdiiector  for  Qaike  County  d  our  diurcbes,  in  addition  to 
Baptist  Association.  I  want  to 


_ one-time  spkial  omer- 

rn^  that  tiie  *  messengers  mg  to  tiieir  aasoaatioo.  Ai^ 
present  at  our  semi-annual  prayeffuDy  consider  opening 
assodational  meeting  voted  a  spedal  missions  acooum  M  a 
to  promote  the  idea  of  all  our  bau  and  save  to  give  to  mission 
churches  giving  to  their  asKcia-  causes  out  of  this  fund, 
tion  on  a  percentage  basis.  Sev-  Grady  Ovw^, 

eral  of  our  durdns  give  on  a  missions  dinctor 

percentage  biMis  DOW.  Alao,the  Clarke  Association 

messengers  voted  to  lecogniae  Quitman 


had  no  hope  of  ever  replacing 
the  dov^  and  were  worried 
tlut  their  daughters  now  might 
never  marry. 

*I  really  wanted  to  help 
them.  They  were  living  on  the 
street.  Some  of  the  women  mre 
eight  months  pregnant  living 
Kk>  that,"  Swan  sud.  *Our  Bi- 


one  who  matched  BGR  with  the 
relief  effort  for  Jose^  Colony 
residenu.  She  used  the  pro^ 
as  a  way  to  challenge  her  stu- 
„  dents  to  think  long  term  by  re- 
ally  finding  out  what  people  in 
the  community  needed. 

She  encouraged  them  to  fo- 
cua  on  forming  relationship 
and  listening  as  the  victims  t< — 
their  stories.  Helping  involved 
more  than  just  meeting  physi- 
j  cal  needs,  she  told  them,  wt 
‘Our  addressing  emotional  and  spir- 
w.  itual  needs  as  well. 

,  The  female  students  on  ^ 

y/f  relief  team  quickK  saw  the 
'  0,.  emotional  aspkt  of  the  honor. 
Noor  Swati  (not  her  real  name) 

rtisn  **•*  •  S'®**  "**** 

I  iQ  •women  to  just  sit  and  listen  to 

UP  other  women. 

,  nf.  In  Pakistan,  custonu  hold 
ends  '*'*1  women  not  talk  to  men, 
lody  Noor  explained.  Since  most 
I  out  of  ll**  relief  workers  from 
llieg,  agencies  and  government 
forces  were  men,  the  women 
■ma-  were  not  receiving  the  emo- 
Bap-  tional  support  they  needed  or 
JGR)  items  spmfic  to  women  such 
tilan-  as  baby  clothes,  diapers,  and 
undergarments. 

Swati  and  Sarah  sat  for  hours 
at  a  time,  holding  women  and 
crying  with  them.  Mother  after 
motiier  recounted  the  trauma 
of  losing 
homes,  es 

ters'  i. - -  - 

years  collecting  the  clothes, 
linens,  and  money  tlut  make 


Colony  community,  four  of 
which  involved  aistributing 
aid.  The  other  visits  have  been 
for  follow-up  and  investing  in 
lips  lives.  The  students  even  cel- 
told  ebrated  Easter  with  the  com¬ 
munity  in  the  newly  refur- 
bisheo  church. 

"When  we  started,  we  had  no 
idea  it  would  be  this  much  work 
or  so  hard,"  Vijay  said.  'We 
have  learned  a  Im  about  beir^ 
servants  and  to  be  tolerant.  It  is 
important  to  help  everyone  and 
noyust  a  sdect  few.’ 

iM  college  senior  said  toler¬ 
ance  was  tM  hardest  lesson  of 
all.  When  the  team  distributed 
blankets,  pillows,  and  house¬ 
hold  items,  crow^  grew  de¬ 
manding.  People  pushed  and 
sho^  to  get  to  the  front  for 
fear  the  su|mies  would  run  out. 

One  Mu^m  man  kept  try¬ 
ing  to  "fece  off"  with  Vijay  but 
the  college  student  ignoi^  him 
for  fear  o*  trouble  or  a  f^t.  Fi¬ 
nally,  the  man  managra  to  cut 
Vijay  off  and  looked  him  in  the 
eye.  Then,  to  the  students’  sur¬ 
prise,  the  man  thanked  them 
tor  fairing  kind  to  everyone  — 
Christians  and  Muslims, 
ling  in  their  "Now  that  man  and  I  are 
3,  c»^uu.;  their  dauf^-  friends.  I  visit  his  family  ey- 
dowries.  Families  spend  eiy  time  1  go  back,  Vijay  said 
collecting  the  clothes,  with  a  smile.  “Our  proj^ 

..s.a...«s  _ j  _ might  be  done  but^our  rcla- 

up  the  wedding  tradition.  They  tionships  continue. 


REEHT  THHA  ON  PTTITENMOA 


KAETN  OUY  TUB  SHUC  SA  SI 


MCONOM  OT  ANM  ;  UTB  GDO  SI 


UFAFHLTI  ,  OHW  WLLI  ONT  FRFUES 


OYU  OT  EB  ETETDMP  VBEAO  TAHT 


EY  EAR  EBAL  .  BTU  IWLL  IWTH  HET 


ATTPIEMONT  OASL  MEKA  A  WYA  OT 


CASPEE  .  ATTH  EY  AMY  EB  LBEA  OT 


BARE  TI 


kets,  pillows,  uteruils,  and 
other  suppliM  through  re¬ 
sources  provided  by  BGR’s 
General  rapport  Fund. 

-We  see  this  as  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  BGR  to  enable  local 
studmts  to  do  what  they  had 
a  heart  to  do,  but  it  is  more 
than  providing  aid  to  a  hurt¬ 
ing  community,"  said  Francis 
Horton,  who  with  his  wife  An- 


SITRF  HIANTISCORN  :  ENT  NHEIRTET 


Hauefm  with  scrambled  words  and  exerdse  yiim  Bible 

knowledge.  Unscramble  each  word  to  discover  die  vtrs^ 

verses  from  the  King  James  Verskm.  For  an  challenge, 

unscramble  the  passage  first  before  unscrambhng  the  scnp- 
ture  reference. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Th«Acte«n»  of  TYLERTOWM  CHURCH,  TYtERTOWH, 
were  recently  recognized  et  their  miesiotte  eruj  of  the  yeer 
program.  The  Acteene  performed  teveral  mieeion  action  proj¬ 
ects  throughout  this  p^  year  irtduding  Chriatmas  carolit^ 
at  the  two  local  nursing  homee  aiKl  deliverirtg  cards,  making 
artd  deliverirtgThankagivirtg  oifta  tet-lRajBatiyte  at  Walthall 
Geiteral  Hospital,  making  and  sending  Mm  v  the  Valeran't 
Home  in  Opilina.  crafting  Easter  baskets  fir  ti#  adult  ladies 
Sunday  School  classes  atTBC,  making  glflfbafkets  for  the 
children  at  Dickerson  Place,  and  partidpatirtg  in  saveral  other 
projects.  Shown  are,  front  row;  Naomi  Beard,  Megan  McMi- 
chael,  Brittney  Nettles;  back  row;  Laura  Lea  Dyar,  April  Dixon, 
Mary  Elizabeth  Stringer,  and  Rachel  McKee.  Laura  Lae  Dyar 
ar>d  Mary  Elizabeth  Stringer  were  both  presented  charm  for 
their  Actaen  bracelets  signifying  15  years  in  missions. 


MnDMXV  CflURCH,  KMVrOTOC,  held  a 
baby  dedication  service  M^  5.  Shown  are 
Joey  and  Kathy  Sartin  with  their  daughter 
Katie.  Tommy  Tackett,  pastor. 


SHADY  (MOVE  CHURCH,  HITSnAlff,  leo- 
ogniasd  thek  2013  high  school  graduates  May  19. 
Shown  are  youth  pastor  Mark  Jackaon,  Andrm 
Moia,  OwanTaylor,  arxl  pastor  Bruos  McKanzis. 


PONTOTOC 
ASSOCIATION, 
hold  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  Mother's 
Day.  Shown  are 
interim  pastor  Tom 
Sumrall;  Chris, 
Courtney,  and 
Chios  Garrard; 
Justin,  Abigail, 
aiHl  Eliot  McMil¬ 
lan;  and  Chris, 

Paige,  and  Whitt 

Ruaaell. 


SUNRISC  CHURCH,  LSAKE  COUNTY,  honored  their  grad- 
uatae  klay  19.  Shown  are  Shelby  Odom  end  Mary  Mdntire. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  EUPORA,  recontly  recognized  their  high  WP 

school  graduates.  Shown  are  K>ary  Gates  Cohrin,  CharLaigh 
Hunter,  Drew  Gray,  Cotton  Hardin,  Brad  Blaylock,  Katie  BaUay, 

In  othsr 

>  New  Sight  Chureh,  Brookhaven,  will  host  a  summer  TrtMwe  ^ 

quartet  f^tival  June  t,  s  p.m.,  featuring  Harvey  It  Debbie  Ma-  performed  The  Livirtg  Last  Supper  Mar.  24.  Deacons  and  lay- 

gee,  Hunter  May,  Revuationa,  GlorylaM,  and  Bonnie  Brown.  *"•  “Hirch  irttroduced  themealvos  as  the  biblical  characters  and  told  the  story  sbout 

Love  offering.  tf>e*r  encounters  with  Jeeue,  played  by  the  peator. 
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THE  LADIES  Of  FtRST  CHURCH.  BE120NI.  tTMda 
■laaplng  malB  lor  tha  homalats  out  of  plaatic  grocary 
and  dollar  atora  baga.  Sltown  are  Jaanatte  Ruaaall, 
Laona  Hardin,  Linda  Johnaon,  Sua  Fort>aa,  Oabbia  Ha^ 
ring,  and  Sam  Harring. 


NEW  USERTY  CHURCH,  SCOTT 
COUNTY,  ordainad  Cl>at  Barnaa  aa 
daacon  Aug.  12,  2012.  Shown  ara 
Bantaa  and  paator  Paul  Smith. 


Vacation  Bible  School 

>  Tlllatoba  Church,  Tlllatoba:  Regutration,  June  i,  ii 
a.m.  -  2  p.m.;  claaaea,  June  2-  6,  6  -  8:30  p.m.;  family  ni^t, 

June  7, 6  -  8:30  p.m. 

>  Roaky  Point  Church,  Carthaga;  June  3  -  7,  9  a.m.  - 
noon;  all  children  and  youth;  Lita  Moore,  director,  Shane 
McGhmey,  paator. 

>  Corinth  Church.  Haldaibarg:  June  17  -  21,  6  -  8:30  Tha  woman  at  Tha  Niehoia  Canter  in  Madi- 

p.m.;  ages  3  -  17;  for  information,  call  (601)  787-3828-  son  racaived  Mother's  Day  roaaa  from  tha 

>  Sodaty  Hill  and  Hawthorn  Churches,  Oakvala:  June  WMU  of  OLD  IVCE  ROAD  CHURCH, 

3  ~  7, 5:30  -  8:30  p.m.  at  Society  Hill;  commencement,  June  MADISON.  Shown  are  Rita  Harris,  Robin 
9, 5  P-m.,  follow^^  fellowship  meal.  Thompson,  and  Jo  Ann  Moore. 
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Tha  CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN'S  JOB  CORPS 
OF  PHILADELPHIA  recog¬ 
nized  graduates  from  their 
Jobe  For  Ufa  and  Job  and 
Life  Skills  training  program 
May  6th  at  The  City  Limits 
Restaurant  in  Philadelphia. 

Each  participant  received 
a  Certificate  of  Completion 
from  the  program.  Partici¬ 
pants,  from  row:  Keiwana 
Millar,  Sharlane  Young, 
Taran  Wallace,  and  Alisha 
Dunn.  Memor/ Volunteers 
back  row;  Sua  Keen,  Mickey 
Gibeon,  Linda  Brewer,  and 
Teresa  Williams. 


for  the 


Record 


CALVARY  CHURCH, 
BOOUE  CHITTO.  honored 
its  mothers  on  Mother's  Day. 
Ruth  Crosby  was  the  oldest 
nrtother.  Rowena  McGee  was 
tha  oldest  mother  with  tha 
most  children  present.  Jenny 
Leggett  was  tha  youngest 
mother  with  most  children 
present.  Kari  Gill  was  tha 
youngest  mother  presem. 
Shown  ara  Crosby,  McGee, 
Leggett,  Gill,  and  pastor  Hal 
Hatten. 


WALNUT  CHURCH.  WALNUT,  honored  its 
children's  choir  for  their  faithful  commitment  in 
leading  tha  call  to  worship  each  Sunday  evening. 
They  are  shown  with  pastor  Danny  Allan. 


SCOUTS 


IMifMMis  grmips  rMct  ta  BSA  vote 

'lb  cUm  thM  Botr*  Scoutt  K>  train  up  boys  «d- 
Sooutt  is  ths  nation's  fora-  wavd  a  Mb  of  vitlua.*  -  Rua- 
mom  youth  program  of  char-  sal  Moora.  praaidinl  sisct 
•cm  datalopmant  and  of  tha  Etfiiot  and  flMigioui 
lias  hastd  IsadrrMiip  training  Ubetty  Commiasion  of  tha 
auddanty  ringa  hoffow.'  -  Southam  Baptial  Conyantion 
Frank  Ifoga.  praaidant  of  tiia 

Soidham  Baptial  Conuantion  'Wa  haiara  that  tha  BSA 
(SBC)  Esaci^ua  Comminsa  pokey  changa  Mil  laad  to  a 


Scout  leaders. 

Wayoe  Brock,  who  leads  the 
orgamzatioa.  said  in  a  press 
oonferenoe  the  decision  has 
been  made  and  it  is  now  best  “to 
move  forward  and  it  is  tinw  to 
stand  together.’ 

“Amenca  needs  Scouting  and 
evoyone  within  Scouting  needs 
to  stay  focused  on  that  which 
unites  us  —  reaching  and  serv¬ 
ing  TOung  people  to  grow  into 
good.  Strom  dtizens,’  Brock 
said.  He  addra  that  he  believed 
good  people  can  disagree  but 
still  work  together. 

John  Staabemr,  who  has 
waged  a  nationaf  campaign  to 
keep  the  ban  on  hornoaeroal 
Scouts  inplace  through  the  web¬ 
site  Onli^Hooor.net,  said  the 
“most  influential  youth  organi¬ 
zation  in  America  had  turned  a 
sad  comer.’ 

“The  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
have  demaastrated  that  values 
are  not  thnekas,*  Stemberger 
said  in  a  statement  after  the  vote. 
*nie  Boy  Scouts  are  now  teachh^ 
kids  that  when  your  values  are  no 
form  popular,  dumsE  them.* 

SKembesger  said  BSA  leaders 


m  rhangr  to  the  membership 
policy.  'IHe  Waders  of  ttie  Bew 
Scoots  at  Aawrtea  make  dea- 
afooi  Bka  poMcWna  pladm  BhW 
ftogera  tai  the  aW  to  see  wqr 
the  wind  fa  Mowma* 

SCemboger  added  that  May 
23  was  the  last  day  be  would  wear 
a  Boy  Scouts  of  America  unifatm. 
He  a^  be  phns  to  cafl  a  ooalWoo 
together  to  dWcuas  creating  a  new 
yruth  oiganmtfioo  centeaed  on 
mbiical  vahws,  a  call  echoed  by 
many  tciigiaus  leaders. 

'Wehad  hoped  to  keep  sea  and 


viable  lyyi  orpnization  far  mfl-  troop  under  dteae  new  luka,’  m 
Bona  rf  Americana  who  believe  said  Land,.  *I  predict  theie^  So 
ttoongly  mte  pniK^iles  of  bib-  be  a  mass  exodus  of  Southern  to 
ra  morafaty.  'To  daim  that  the  Baptists  and  other  ootasmtive  od 
*>)•  Seg^  is  the  nation’s  fare-  Christiana  from  the  Boy  Scouts.  do 
moM  youth  program  of  character  ~nie  supposed  compromWe  lea 
deielopinent  and  valnas  baaed  takes  away  tfaeir  bestdefonae.  ori 
Wad^Kp  tiafaing  suddenly  In  the  year  2000,  the  Soptenie  wil 

Court  ruled  the  Boy  SmSC  dW  au 
*We  Motinne  to  prey  far  pur  not  have  to  have  horaaaeanal 
h— ^ _ tL-^.  owtyy-WebdWveweareIndBa-  ScoutmaMtera  became  the  homo-  Wa 

£ 

He  believes  the  BBA  can  fl“y<h  thejgower^  the  *Ifyoo'regaingtoaBowapeidy  era 

^J^ourlxrdSSI^ariat.’  grSc^to^^to^SS  pd 

200,000  membera  and  $30  mil-  Vsittwn  n«raiw  ^  '°t*.  °****.  * •  ^  Wnpn’  a  core  iif 

SonfafonST^  Smaatom  ajpOM  Corne^  v*e.  airf  ao  what  w^going  to  ato 

«.s^sa.“s3si  - 

~ 

* 

CEfaSKEdSdiS  ’■^-9^."^' ■  -  . 

***  a^  being  a  pmt  of  the  Boy  chunhes  to  withdraw  thch^S^  wS 
83JSd^^  ^  port  of  Scout  troops  and  aupS  tioi 

_ «Bapt^oureommitmentto  *in*-tsaai1rn  in, 

■Ti  ^  ***^  the  pressurm  the  Word  of  God  and  Christian  tob^  Ans-anrra  mmwry  ml 

eseited  aaamto  the  »nr».  w^B^take  priorily  over  AJ.  Smith,  preaidetit  of  Bps 

Asrociation  of  kndM  far  on 
Scouting,  echoed  Lanaraa^-  We 
.0*0*°^*  ment  and  laid  he  la  more  coti-  inc 
Co^  cern^  about  the  meaaage  aent  Soo 
”  predicted  to  young  pemte  today,  fie  said  Tiu 

ad^to^  of  religious  groitos  the  orgamzatfan  had  idtiaaidoiied  thu 

,  V  -  too  years  ofteaching  about  solid  ten 

Frankly,  I  can^  unagine  a  moral  vahim  dm 

Sotnton  Baptist  paato  “The  BSA  is  now  awitiiiig  s  idei 

IMWM  cnflttmim  ftn  mlLvuaa  kl.  - i - -> _ _ a  s'. 


Pam  mid.  “We  are  gyatoAiirta 
eaA  voting  member  who  voted 
in  the  minoi^,  but  our  sadness 
far  the  Scouting  organization  as  a 
whole  cannot  he  overstated* 

IWge  said  the  vote  “uabers  in 
a  sea-change  in  the  credibility  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  Amerka  at  a 
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Sunday 


FOR  June  2, 


God  Begins  the  Story  •  Genesis  1:1,26-27;  2:15-17;  3:6-7, 14-19,23-24 


Eveo'bodv  loves  a  good  story.  From  the 
riniiing'  God  bem  to  share  His  Stoiy 
wiih  people.  God’s  Story  began  before  the 
verses  at  die  Bible  were  written;  His 
Story  continues  long  after  the  last  words 
of  Scripture  were  penned.  This  summer, 
we  willbe  studying  God’s  Story,  that  illus¬ 
trative  metanarrative  running  from  Gen¬ 
esis  to  ^  Revelation. 

Before  we  begin,  let  me  explain  what  I 
ip»«n  hy  ‘metanaiTative’’  and  provide  the 
theologKal  onderpitininn  for  vievviiig  the 
Bibleasametanarrative.llieBibleiaoom- 
pitaed  of  hundreds  of  vignettes,  small  sto¬ 
ries  about  bow  different  people  lived  their 
Iwi,  how  they  either  Kvm  by  frith  in  God 
orfrilnl  to  do  so,  and  bow  Gm  responded 
to  both  human  frith  and  human  frihue. 
Mematrative  is  the  big  story  binding  the 
litde  stories  together,  creating  a  storyline 
running  throu^  die  Bible’s  pages. 

The  metanarrative  is  grmmded  in 
theological  frtots.  First,  there  is  one  and 
only  one  true  God.  Second,  God  in  His  in¬ 
finite  wisdom  uid  power  created  pet^ 
fix  fellowship  ana  for  worship.  Thud, 
by  disobeying  God,  people  fell  out  of 
fellowship  with  Him;  their  sin  created 
a  lelatio^  gulf  too  vast  feu  all  human 
goodness  to  span.  Fourdi,  God  took  the 
Wiative  to  qian  this  relational  gulf  by 
revealing  Himself  throughout  numan 
hn^.  Fifth,  pei^  can  reconnect  with 
God  %  turning  from  their  sin,  pfrdi^ 
their  frith  in  His  grace,  and  afifirming  His 


revdation  of  Himsdf.  Martin  Luther,  the 
great  i6th  century  German  refeumer  de¬ 
nned  sin  as  ‘lefusiiw  to  let  God  be  God.’ 
(Pehkan,  Acts,  150),  Only  God  can  re¬ 
verse  the  curse  and  enable  people  to  wor¬ 
ship  Him  as  God. 

God  CiMtes  (Gea  1:1;B6-27) 

God’s  first  revdation  of  Himself  is  as 
Creator 
The 
verb  “bata’ 
meaning 
■To  cre¬ 
ate’  is 
used  only 
of  God  in 
Scripture. 

No  one  be¬ 
sides  God 
can  hold 
the  unique 

status  of  Creator.  He  alone  has  made  aD 
that  exists,  both  animate  and  inanimate. 
God  created  pewle  in  His  image  aial  ac¬ 
cording  to  His  Hkeneas,  something  that  is 
said  oT  no  other  creature  (1:26-27).  The 
Apostle  Paul  would  later  qixite  Gredcjpo- 
ets  to  remind  the  Athenians  that  in  God 
alone  “we  live  and  move  and  have  our  be¬ 
ing’  (Acts  17:28).  As  Creator,  God  stands 
in  a  position  of  superiority  and  indepen¬ 
dence  over  aD  creation.  Convers^,  as 
creatures,  people  are  in  a  subormnate 


Prcwider. 

edAdam 


position  to  God  and  are  depen^t  upon 
Him.  We  exist  solely  to  serve  Him! 

Humanity  Rebels  (Gen.  215-17; 
3£-7) 

God  reveals  Himself  to  people  as  the  great 
'.Firat,inGcness2:i5,Godprovid- 
1  a  place  to  five,  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Second,  He 
provided 
the  first 
man  an  oc¬ 
cupation,  to 
work  and 
to  take  care 
of  the  gai^ 
den.  Thud, 

'  God  pjo- 
vided  the 
man  with 
aD  the  fcxxl 

he  needed,  aDowing  him  to  eat  feedy  “firom 
ai9  tree  in  the  garosi’ (2:16;  NIV).  FinaDy, 
God  provided  die  man  witii  a  relational 
boundary,  he  could  not  eat  fiom  the  tree 
the  knovviedge  of  good  and  evO  (2:17).  The 
first  man  cow  express  his  love  fix  God  fay 
both  enjoying  what  God  permittri  and  by 
afaafrfeiing  fiom  what  God  rvohifaitBd.  Low 
is  expressed  through  the  choices  we  make! 

Sadly,  God’s  Story  reveals  that  Bw  and 
Adam  bought  into  the  Serpent's  false  ato^ 
line,  afatuioHiing  God’s  truth.  Lured  by  the 


Explore  the  B|ii 

wiihW.Wayite 


prospect  that  the  free  of  knowledge  would 
provide  good  food,  that  it  was  “pleasing  to 
tile  eye’ and  that  one  could  gain  wisdom,  die 
first  mimans  rebelled  against  God  and  ate 
the  tree’s  feint  They  disoovered  tiny  were 
naked  and  quickly  tiied  to  cover  their  newly 
disoavcred  knowledge  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Sin  has  Consequences  (Gen.  214- 
1222-24) 

God’s  pcohibttion  to  Adam  not  to  eat 
fiom  the  tree  of  knowledge  included  a  ^aik 
noticeoftiiedireoonsequencesafdisobedi- 
enoe,  fbr  vAen  you  eat  of  it  you  shaD  surely 
(he’ (2:17b;  A  literal  rendaing  of  the 
Hefa^  would  be  “(^ing,  you  wiD  begin  to 
(he,’  a  trutii  that  reverberkes  inany  times 
over  throughout  the  metanarrative  (if  Gcxl’s 
Story  in  every  arena  of  Bfc  feiOowing  Adam 
and  Eve’s  lebeDian  (3:16-19).  As  the  agent 
of  temptation,  die  serpent  was  cursed  lb 
(kxxn  was  foretold  in  what  early  Chris¬ 
tians  referred  to  as  the  Protoevangelium  or 
“First  Gorqier  (Gen.  3:i4->S).  viewing  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  as  the  ultimate  fedfiDment  of  the 
seed  of  the  woman  who  would  crush  the 
serpent’s  head  Jesus  alone  could  open  the 
way  to  the  tree  of  life,  guarded  since  people 

first  rAeOed  (3:23-24). 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Missasmn  Col- 
kge  School  cfChrislkm  Studies  and  the  Arts. 


IsThis  Really  Happening  to  Me?  •  Job  1:1-3,8-1 1,20-22;  2:7,  9-10 


Ihe  Book  of  Job,  one  of  die  anciem  lit 
mry  treasures  of  mankind  records  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  man  named  Job— a  man  who 
was  bhoneJess  and  inxi^  who  feared  God 
aodshuraiedevQ.  He  was  the  greater  man 

among  aD  the  peo^  of  the  East  (Job  i:  l, 

3b) 

The  writer  eatabhshes  in  the  very  fii« 
verse  that  Job  was  a  teal  person,  a  of 
high  diaracter-not  a  parable  or  mythim 
Bian— and  that  his  stray  is  a  real  story.  Job 

was  a  rightetMia  man,  to  the  extent  of  bem 

thmrm^lynghwvmii.  His  character  wss  lb 
hAnara  Ttueri^ftemKtiessevidaicedin 
one's  attitude  toward  God  Other  rjghtoow 

men  of  diat  ancient  era  were  Abraham  asid 

J-1- 

BUMfllrawalW 

in  wtdtrtn*i  to  being  a  righteous  man. 

Job  was  a  wealthy  SaviMto^khen 
snd  poaaeastng  great  herds  (rfnvratock,  and 

many  servants.  Cultura^,wealthvMC(xi- 

ildered  to  be  evidence  of  God’s  blessing  and 

Uiproval  (d  a  man.  However,  that  is  nof  to 
say  diat  God’s  (hspleasute  was  evidenced  ui 
thekttkofwealdi,butratherduetocircurn- 


tbese  were  honorable  occasions  and  nof  fix 
revdry  or  sensuous  satisfrctian. 

Orie  (key  the  members  of  the  heavenly 

oouncD  orheavenly  court  of  angels  WTO  as¬ 
sembled  in  heaven  and  were  joined^  Sa¬ 
tan.  God  begins  the  oonversatioo  with  Sa; 
tan  by  asking  "firan  whence  he  had  ctxr^ 
Satan’s  reply, ’...  fitwn  going  to  and  fro’ B 


you  m 

Iwtft 


The  harmony,  love  and  friends^  of 
fatnDy  was  deniofiatrated  by  the  invitation 
to  the  siaterB  al«  widi  die  hrodiera  t^- 
tend  the  feaat  in  oaebratkxi  of  a  son  s  bOTi- 

day.  Invit^  the  sisters  also  showed  that 


emoftiieking.  Godfocuaeson 
in^  “Have 
set  your 
upon 
my  servant 
J^r  Satan  n; 

exinterswith  u| 

a  shrewd 
({ueatton  of 
his  own— 

‘Does  Job  > 

fear  God  fix 

nothing?’  ,  _ 

Asking  a  question  rather  than  malm  an 

Mil  rtinn  was  much  safer.  Ite  cti^  art 
dfepersiona  on  Job  without  rijkrf  hAfe 
•  {themotivesofJobmvolved 


idles  for  Life 

\Ugrion  D.  Dmncan 


Job,  Oovis  ChappeD) 

The  frrdi  ofjiib’s  dry  briefiy  rfafed  is 
thisT:  Pint,  anodnnee  aiwtos  issues  otos- 
perlty.  AgoodrnanissuooeaAilfinamdaDy. 
He  enji^B  good  health,  no  aches  or  p^ 
As  a  frinDy  man,  be  succeeds  aixl  his  chil¬ 
dren  share  his  prosperity.  Heistliep(»s» 
or  of  diat  inner  ptaace  that  aD  men  demre. 
Second,  wickedness  issues  in  adversity-^ 
wick^  man  is  sure  to  suffer  the  vxxst  of 
everything. 
It  made  no 
difference 
what  the 
person  said 
about  Ms 
state  of  be¬ 
ing;  the  ob¬ 
server  had 
no  difficulty 
in  (hatin- 
cuishing 

between  a  good  man  and  one  vAo  was  evil 

Jobhad  - ' 


ity,new)f  positive  of  his  nioriIdiM»c- 

ter  W  he  began  to  suffer  ifniction. 


(k  friWf  “Satan  is  out  to  prove  that  there 

is  no  Bxxfaiess  and  that  such  a  thing  as  a 
goal  man  is  impcwaihle.’  (Sermons  from 


God,  knowing  J^’s  character,  agre^ 
that  Satan  could  remove  everything  J(» 
had,  but  could  not  touch  the  man  himaeif. 


Satan  struck  drseticalW  IdDing  Job’s  five- 

stock,  hfr  servante,  and  finally  nis  aona  and 

But.  Job  did  the  unthinkable. 
He  fefl  on  the  ground  in  woaiifo  of  God 
sayirat  The  Lord  ghea  and  the  Lrad  takes 
away.  Bleaaed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
In  aD  this.  Job  did  not  sin  charging  God 

widi  wrong(k)in^  He  stiD  had  his  integn- 

ty— 80iin4iesa,oompleteneB8. 

Satan  returns  to  God  and  ixopoaes  that 

Job  would  curse  Hfan  if  his  body  were  at- 

t.rlr.vt  God  agrees  to  the  tesL  but  Jobs  ^ 

must  be  spared.  So  Satan  afflktad  *fob  with 

painful  sores  from  the  soies  of  his  feet  to  the 

top  of  his  head.  This  condition  fixeed  J(>b 
out  of  the  community  snd,  “theologicaDy  in 

that  diy,’  nyttewed  that  he  was  out  of  fei- 
lowdiip  with  God.  TMabefiefexpiainsJob's 
wife’s  advice,  “Curse  God  and  (he!'  To  her. 
Job  WM  as  good  as  dead  already  because  he 
WM  cut  off  from  Him  and  to  be  struck  dyi 
fM  cursing  G(xl  would  bring^swift  merciful 
relief.  Job’s  remioii8e,’..  .SliaD  we  acoert 
good  fiwn  Cod,  and  not  trouble?^  “In 
diis.  Job  did  not  sin  in  what  he  sakL’  His 
integrity  is  stUl  intact  fln  the  Hebrew,  this 
does  not  imply  that  Jcb  sinned  in  his  un¬ 
spoken  thoughts.) 

Dunoon  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
StarkviOe. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


feOnea  Orarsfr,  LaufM: 

IfomecomiaiL  June  2;  servicea 
foDowed  by  nnidh  and  go^iel 
singing;  Stidibotn  Love,  music. 

Churoh.  Braifon 
Otunty.  Hranecraning  and  re- 
vhgl,  June  2  -  5;  Sun.,  servicea. 


u  ajn.,  followed  by  fcltov*^ 
ni.wl  and  afternoon  smgiilg; 

Paul  Adams,  Jiiyi 

FamDy,  muMc;  Moa  -  Wed,  7 
pjn.;  James  Adams,  speaker, 
and  Jennifer  Harrison, 
Paul  Adams,  paMor. 


^  Mfost  Shady  Qraao  Ctwrch, 
VWayna  County.  HaMrrranin& 
Juna  2;  aervfeM,  11  am,  fol¬ 
lowed  I9  hmeh;  MiteheD  Smith. 

S^Mvary  Church, 

Hanecoming.  June  2;  tellawahip 

wMi  leftealariMts.  950 
wcaship,  KKSO  am,  fiiOowed  by 
hinrb;  David  A.  MDfican.  qxak- 
er,  Floyd  Davis,  pa*x. 


^Shaoh  Chiach.  Big  Oask: 
Homecoming.  June  2;  aer- 
vicea,  10:30  a,m.,  followed  by 
potlock  lunch;  Johnny  Hearn, 
nieaker,  Shiloh’s  ensemble, 
Grace,  music. 

ife  MIt  Catmot  Churriv  Edki- 
fauvgh:  Revival,  June  2  -  5;  frin.. 
11  ajn.  and  6  p-in.;  M(XL  —  We(L, 
7  p.m.;  Danny  Dodds,  speaker. 
^  Cola  Church.  Cola:  Home- 


ooming  and  revival,  June  2  -  K 
Sim.,  11  a.iiL,  followed  ^  hmdi 
and  musie  by  Firaniaed  Quartet; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  P-nt;  Perry  Ii^ 
speaker. 

to  Coldvvalar  Church,  PhBa 
rtalphla-  Homecoming,  June  9; 
services,  10:30  s.m..  followed 
by  pothick  (tinner,  Mike  Rag¬ 
land,  speaker;  Tim  and  Andrea 
Moore,  music. 
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Bible  Drill 


KARL  RIVER  ASSOCIATION:  AaMcSj^onal  PEARL  RIVER  ASSOCIATION:  Atwciational  PEARL  RIVER  ASSOCIATION:  AMOdational 
BIbN  driitors.  Bible  drlNers.  ea  Bible  drillere. 


FIRST  CHURCH  LAKE  WASHINOTON,  GLEN 
ALLAN:  front  row  -  Emma  Sharpe,  Jenna 
McLendon,  and  Linden  Dinkina;  ba^  row  -  John 
Davia  Sharpe,  Kate  McLendon,  Banka  Dinkina, 
and  Mary  Carol  Sharpe. 


SUNRISE  CHURCH,  LEAKE  COUNTY:  Bibie 
drillers  and  leaders. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  NETTLETON:  SliOwn>re  the 
participants. 


POK  CHURCH.  PANOLA  ASSOOATION: 

Bible  Buddiee.  CMIdren,  SYoulh  drillerB;lVlar 
Shook.  Ben  Rowaay,  WiU  Rowsey,  Rowan  Baker,  Em¬ 
ily  Taylor,  Anna  Katharina  Baker,  artd  Anralia  Bailey. 


QUM  GROVE  CHURCH.  LINCOLN  COUNTY: 

Children  and  Youth  drillers;  front  row,  Jared  Mathis, 
^  Jonathan  Mathis,  and  Elizabeth  Stogner;  back  row, 
'Jacay  Whittington,  Timothy  Stogner,  Abbey  Grace 
Stogner  and  Errtily  Goes. 


tr 


PEARL  RIVER  ASSOCIATION:  Aaaodalional 
Mbla  drillers. 


lOLLARS  GROVE  CHURCH.  EUPORA:  Partd- 
panls  and  leaders. 


STANOtNO  PINE  CHURCH,  LEAKE  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION:  Abbie  SooK,  Hailey  Jamison,  Savanna  Gtear, 
AaMsy  SmWi,  dan^  Scott. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  KOSCIUSKO:  Britt  Grace.  Sam 
Rigby,  Evan  Milee,  Aahlea  Kata  Blackwell,  artd  Me^ 
dtt  Blackweli. 


mn  . 

